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by Chrissy Chiri 


It is true that preseason polls do not 
count for anything because they are just 
that—preseason. However, it is better to 
be ranked than not and the LSUS Pilots 
baseball team is glad to be in the group. 

The Pilots, who will throw their 
first pitch of the season tonight at 6:30 
p.m., placed 14th in the nation in the 
preseason NAIA polls. 

The team, which is coming off a 43- 
21 record last season, advanced to the 
regional tournament in the playoffs but 
was defeated by Lee University to end 
their season in the double-elimination 
tournament, 

Tonight they will take on Lubbock 
Christian University at home and hope 
to start off with a winning record. Con- 
ference play is right around the corner 
as well, beginning on Feb. 24. 

Offensively the Pilots are counting 
on being, just as strong as last year with 

thr 
~~ field, and Dustin Bissonnette, infield, at 
the plate. Maddox and Bissonnette were 
both named to the All-Region team last 
year, and Bissonnette was the Gulf 
Coast Atlantic Conference Player of the 
Year. He also set an LSUS record with 99 
hits. 

“T feel good at the plate right now, 
and [ think I’ve gotten smarter mental- 
ly,” Bissonnette, a senior financial 
analysis major, said. 

Bryan Cooksey, junior infield, and 
Riley Cook, senior outfield, are being 
counted on for both offensive produc- 
tion and strong defense. 

Junior shortstop Brandon 
Magierowski is noted for his outstand- 
ing defensive presence, and new player 
Tyler Williams, sophomore outfield, is a 
positive addition to the squad. 

“We look real good in the outfield 
and have our infield rounded out with 
some great guys, so we should we be 
good defensively, as well as at the plate. 
We've got a nice line-up,” head coach 


seniors Dusty Maddox, out-_. 
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Rocke Musgraves said. Musgraves was 
voted GCAC Coach of the Year last year. 
Like most baseball teams at any lev- 
el, pitching is always an area that could 
use improvement. But the Pilots are 
hoping they have enough this year to 
take them back to the College World Se- 
ries where they were three years ago. 
“We're just not road-tested yet,” 
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Musgraves said about his pitching staff. 
“We don’t have a lot of experience on 
the mound.” 

Junior returnees Kevin Jewell, Tyler 
Lewis and Luis Roberts will need to 
have good outings as pitchers. Junior 
Daniel Welch, who pitched for his team 
as a freshman in the World Series, will 
be back this year after sitting out a year 
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on a medical redshirt after having Tom- 
my John Surgery—reconstruction of a 
ligament in the throwing elbow. Along 
with the returnees, Northeast Texas 
Community College transfer Matt Clay- 
man, a junior, is ready to step up and 


Continued on pg. 4 
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Convention Center 


fj Taxpayers get first look at new 
Shreveport Convention Center. 


Piatigorsky Foundation 


Concert series. returns for fourth 
semester. 
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Editorial Policy 

The information presented inthis publication by no means reflects 
the opinions of the administration or staff of LSUS. The Almagest seeks to 
provide information for the LSUS campus and community; to involve 
students, faculty and staff; and to provide a public forum for ideas as 
guaranteed in the First Amendment of the Constitution. Comments and 
complaints are welcome and should be addressed to Eric Pulsifer, Editor- 
in-Chief. They must be accompanied by your full name and e-mail ad- 
dress. 


Letters Policy 

Letters to the editor are encouraged. However, the staff reserves the 
right to edit letters for clarity, length, and content: Any letter submitted 
by aclub or organization must be signed by al! members of the group or 
by the group’s president. Letters should be submitted to the Almagest of- 
fice, BH 344, by 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the Thursday publication 
date. Please type the letter and include your classification and major, The 
Almagest reserves the right not to publish submitted materials. Obscene, 
libelous and anonymous letters will not be printed. 


The Almagest is published on Thursday mornings and is printed by fi 
Natchitoches Times. 


Corrections 


Faculty will not begin the semi-mouthy pay cycle until the summer session for those 
teaching in the summer. Other faculty will begin the new pay cycle in the fall. 


EDITORIAL 


Nothing in the world is more-dangerous than sincere 
ignorance and conscientious stupidity. 
~ Martin Luther King, Jr. 


I spent.a couple of days last week on the set of 
a movie being filmed here called “The 
Guardian.” | was-:in.a bar scene with Kevin Cost- 
ner one day and then Ashton Kutcher the next — 
estimated on-screen time: three seconds. Real 
quick like that ghost in “Three Men and a Baby,” 
but less scary. Pretend sipping a fake beer, pan- 
tomiming conversation with complete strangers 
and remaining absolutely silent —I spent hours 
as a blur in the background of an expensive Hol- 
lywood production. 

While some people are content with going 
through life in this manner — without making 
too many waves — others can't resist the urge to 
step out of line. These people can change the 
world. Sometimes they're revolutionaries who 
see a simple truth that the rest of us on the set 
couldn't bring into focus, and sometimes they're 
just complete asses. 

Take for example, the truly special people at 
the “National Vanguard.” You can find them at 
nationalvanguard.org if you're in the mood to 
see unadulterated stupidity in its purest form. 
The site calls itself “an intelligent and responsi- 
ble organization that stands up for the interests 
of White people.” Evidently white people (par- 
ticularly males as they say a woman's role is rais- 
ing children) are underrepresented in our 
society. 

What they offer is “separatist” coverage of the 
news, which they, of course, claim is run by the 
Jews. This is where I get confused: If someone is 
both a Jew and white, which supersedes the oth- 
er? Should he be stoned to death or invited back 
to the farmhouse for the Klan meeting. What 
about those of us that are just a bastard cocktail 
of genes and DNA with no clear roots? 

They claim their neo-Nazi propaganda is just 
a social view that is “against the status quo,” but 
what they mean to say is they long for a return- 
ing to an age of ignorance and hatred unparal- 
leled since the time of Hitler, But the time of 
Hitler wasn't as bad as our misguided history 
teachers have led us to believe. You see, many of 
the folks at “National Vanguard” don't believe in 
the Holocaust. They're known as “revisionists,” 
a euphemism for white-supremacist knobs. 

Evidently, we've been misinformed by the evil 
agenda of “multiracialists” — those who don't 
believe in separating people by race. Hitler did- 
n't really kill all those Jewish people. The Jewish 
minority in this country just made that up to 
make us feel guilty. Those gas chambers? No, 
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those were merely used for delousing the de- 


tainees after their comfortable and unforced 
transportation to Auschwitz. Photos of piles of 
dead bodies? That's just Photoshop. But their im- 
mense hatred for all thing non-white doesn't 
stop there. 

Writing about black society, Kevin Alfred 
Strom of “National Vanguard” said, “When you 
have a tiny fraction of the geniuses, and many 
times more borderline morons compared to 
white society, your society will be far more dys- 
functional, far less able to cope with environ- 
mental and social problems, far less competent 
in defending itself, far more violent, far more 
criminal, far more diseased, and far more cruel 
and dictatorial than the all-white society to 
which you are comparing it.” 

Don't stop now, the stupidity keeps on com- 
ing. They say how Rosa Parks was a communist 
(which I didn't realize was still considered 
damning post-Cold War) and that Martin Luther 
King Jr. was a fraud. Their site features a banner 
that declares, “Expose the lies” above a picture 
of King. They encouraged visitors to print out 
pamphlets and post them around town on Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. Day. 

The most difficult thing to tolerate is intoler- 
ance. It would be easy enough for us to just get 
together and go beat the living hell out of these 
skinhead morons, but that wouldn't solve any- 
thing nor would it be right. It’s just as easy for 
these people to make knee-jerk reactions and see 
someone's ethnicity as the reason why they act 
like an ass. I hate to break it to you, most people 
suck, plain and simple. Race has nothing to do 
with it. 

But this is what makes King such a fascinating 
historical figure and a tremendous example for 
people of any race on how to be a decent human 
being. After all the crap the world threw at him, 
he stayed true to what he believed, continually 
preached peace in the face of violence and had 
faith that right will prevail in the end. Though 
we're not to that end yet, we're much better off 
because of a man who wouldn't compromise his 
beliefs. And while “National Vanguard” should- 
n't have to compromise their beliefs either, it's 
hard to imagine that so many years after King’s 
death that such bigotry still exists. 


Eric Pulsifer 
Editor-in-Chief 


Editor's note: King’s widow died Tuesday from 
complications following a heart attack and stroke. 
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Concert series strikes chord in community 


by Mike Schwalke 


Resonant tones from cello 
and piano will fill the UC Theatre 
next Thursday, Feb. 9 at Common 
Hour. The chamber music concert 
is the fourth appearance of the Pi- 
atigorsky Foundation at LSUS 
and the third such event spon- 
sored by the James Smith Noel 
Collection. 

“They're always first rate,” 
said Dr. LaWanda Blakeney, assis- 
tant professor of music, “This will 
be a high quality performance.” 

Robert C. Leitz Ill, the Ruth 
Herring Noel endowed chair and 
curator of the James Smith Noel 
Collection was first introduced to 
the Piatigorsky Foundation by 
Blakeney. “I was so impressed 
with the quality of the perform- 
ance and the response from stu- 
dents,” he said. “(It was) 
gratifying to see a positive re- 
sponse,” Leitz funds the nominal 
fee for the concerts through the 
endowment. 

This concert will feature Evan 
Drachman on cello and Lisa 


The Piatigorsky Foundation Concert 


Thursday, February 9, 2006 at 10:30 a.m. 


A one-hour, intimate and enchanting concert 
featuring cellist Evan Drachmen and pianist Lisa Bergman. 
Following the concert, please stay 10 meet the artists. 


Bergman on piano, Drachman 
founded the Piatigorsky Founda- 
tion in 1990 and named it after his 
grandfather, the renowned Russ- 
ian cellist Gregor Piatigorsky. 
Drachman, in addition to being an 
accomplished cellist, is the presi- 
dent and artistic director of the 
foundation. The foundation stages 
performances nationwide in myri- 
ad locations, from colleges to pris- 
ons to retirement communities. 

The non-profit foundation exists 
to promote classical music as a 
cultural necessity. Often the con- 
certs happen where a drought in 
classical music awareness is per- 
ceived. Tours are organized on a 


state-by-state basis. Although the 
artists change with each tour, the 
concerts are small affairs usually 
consisting of two performers. 

“Classical music is not just for 
the wealthy or elite,” Blakeney 
said. 

Leitz said that the Piatigorsky 
Foundation concerts “bring peo- 
ple to LSUS and show the cultural 
quality we provide.” 

In addition to playing, the 
musicians will also discuss the 
pieces they played in a question- 
and-answer session during the 
concert. The concert is an hour 
long and is free and open to the 
public. 


Peace Corps offers unique experience abroad 


by Ragan Dickens 


A Peace Corps recruiter from the 
Dallas, Texas, office was at LSUS 
on Jan. 24 to hold a meeting for 
volunteers ages 18 and older who 
are searching for an experience of 
a lifetime. The meeting in the Red 
River Room of the UC was to in- 
form, encourage and excite people 
who think they could make the 
cut. Recruitment takes place all 
over the country but focuses on 
college campuses like LSUS. 
Michael Salazar, the Corps re- 
cruiter, served his time in Kazak- 
stan, “(It was) the toughest time of 
my life, yet the most rewarding,” 
Salazar said. 
The Peace Corps, in its 45th year 
of existence, was started under 
John F. Kennedy’s administration. 
Kennedy actually proposed the 
organization while speaking on a 
college campus in Michigan. Ron 
Sereg, assistant professor of mass 
communications, was a volunteer 
in Columbia and has a letter from 
Kennedy encouraging him in his 
application process. 
Since its inception, the Peace 
Corps has offered assistance in 
130 countries, sending out close to 


140,000 volunteers. The Corps 
serves only in countries where its 
presence is requested and assists 
in education, healthcare, environ- 
mental issues and business devel- 
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“lt was the 
toughest time of 
most rewarding.” 


Michael Salazar 
Peace Corps Recruiter 


opment. Some countries send the 
Corps out of their country after a 
period of time. Salazar says this is 
a good problem to have. “The 
Peace Corps’ ultimate goal is to 
work itself out of a job,” he said. 
The Peace Corps is a 27-month 
commitment. Individuals interest- 
ed in serving can suggest geo- 


graphically where they would like 
to serve their terms, but it is mere- 
ly a suggestion. “This offers an op- 
portunity for a student to see the 
world while serving mankind,” 
said Brooke Norman, freshman, 
business. The Peace Corps appli- 
cation process is intense, lasting 
up to a year in some instances. 

The mission of the Peace 
Corps is a three-fold process. The 
first goal is providing skilled and 
trained professionals to interested 
countries. The second focus is to 
promote a better understanding of 
Americans among those being 
served. Lastly, the goal of the 
Peace Corps is to give Americans a 
better understanding of other peo- 
ples and cultures and how they 
function in today’s society, 

“The Peace Corps is an in- 
triguing organization offering 
many tempting benefits to stu- 
dents,” said Daniel Humble, sen- 
ior, business. Some of the benefits 
include living out of the United 
States and learning another lan- 
guage. Student loan deferment 
programs are also available, as 
well as many graduate school fel- 
lowships. 


FACULTY SENATE UPDATE 


discussed at the Jan, 23 faculty senate meeting: 


* President's report; Budiget cuts are approaching 7 per- 
cent: the overall size wil be reduced fo meet reduced 
needs. In relation to the states new cuts not much 
legislative compassion is expected, — 


* The College of Libeyal Aris has been given wo super 
professorships. 


* The Administration is Concemed about legisiative 
administrators understanding of north Louisiana higher 
education. 


‘ LSUS s looking info @ partnership wih Louisiana Techs 
science A packet is being put together for 
eonsiocon by thelege! frat rus cppove the par 


= Dean of Students Randy Butterbough o - 
cit elev on scenic comrnuniscterveln Sat 
He is currently working to fully develop a very simple pol 
cy indicating Important infornattion is sent to students via 
the LSUS e-mail system. 


* The staff at the Baton Rogue LSU campus is pu 
support for revisions of PM 35. The policy memoran 
dedis with performance evaluations for faculty, The 
rich tant neki pn Se aban kt 

separate separate policy statement on each individual campus, — 


ig for 


SGA UPDATE 


* TAnita King new SGA Vice Presic 
- Get beter accesso evarying SGA on Facebook 


SGA mestings are-open to the public and are held every Friday at 
noon In the Webster Raom of the UC. 


Advertise in 
the Almagest 


and reach thousands of 


readers a week 


Call 797-5328 
for details!! 
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Season opener: Pilots boast big offense 


Continued from pg. 1 


give his team some good in- 
nings off the mound. 

“] think we have the abili- 
ty to be ranked higher than 
we are if the pitchers step up 
to the challenge of a national 
championship. We have to be 
consistent, but we have an 
unbelievable team,” Clay- 
man, a junior mass communi- 
cations major, said. 

Sophomore closer Kris 
Marks will need to have good 
innings and finish up what 
his starters have begun as 
well. 

If the Pilots can get their 
usual offensive production, 
good defense and strong 
pitching, then their preseason 
rankings will become a fact 
and not just an estimation. 


* 


R 
APRIL 1, 2006. For information contact Dr. Pederson at wpederso@pi/ot /sus.edu or (318) 797-5138. 


Mixe Scuwatne 
The Pilots warm up for the season with an intrasquad 
practice. The baseball season begins tonight at 7 p.m. with a 
game against Lubbock Christian University. 


j 7 
1/28 LSUS (111) vs. William Carey College (87) 
1/30 LSUS (84) vs.Tougaloo College (51). 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL SCORES 
1/28 LSUS (58) vs. William Carey College (76) 
1/30 LSUS (56) vs. Tougatoo College (76) 


UPCOMING GAMES 
Men's Basketball 
2/4 7:30 University of Mobile * 
2/6 7:30 Belhaven College 


Women's Basketball 
2/4 5:00 p.m. - University of Mobile * — 
2/6 5:30 p.m. - Belhaven College 


LSU in Shreveport 


international Lincoln Center for 


Washington "Semester™ 
interim between Spring Semester aad Term I Summer 


AN EXPERIENCE NO CLASSROOM CAN OFFER! 


The Kennedy Center for Perfor 
The National Archives F 


The National Pc 
The Folger Sho 
The Lincoln 
The Jeff 


American Studies 


Receive 3 or 6 credit hours in Humanities and Social Sciences 


Courses Offered: 


POL 190 
AMST 198 
AMST 298 
AMST 398 
POU 203 
POU 399 
POU 495 
POUL 695 


pay balance only in the American Studies Office (BH 321) NO LATER THAN 


Washington Political Arena 
American Studies Seminar 
American Studies Seminor 
American Studies Seminor 
European Politics 

Field Research in Government Law 
independent Study 

Independent Study 
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Show me the money 
$100 million Shreveport Convention Center opens doors 


by Terry Hanley & 
Mike Schwalke 


Some might say that the opening 
event at Shreveport’s new convention 
center was a complete success. Al- 
though the event may have been suc- 
cessful, the convention center and the 
word “complete” should not occupy the 
same sentence. The KTBS Boat and 
Sport show attracted an estimated 
30,000 people to the Convention Center 
from Jan. 19-22, proof that Shreveport 
taxpayers are interested to see how their 


“There's not much more left 
to be done.” 


Brandy Evans 
Shreveport-Bossier Convention and 
Tourism Bureau. Vice President 


money is being spent. 

“The crowds were tremendous last 
Saturday,” said Joe Hudson who owns a 
Shreveport business with his wife Jan. 
The Hudsons were exhibitors at the 
Convention Center’s second event, the 
Northwest Louisiana Home, Flower 
and Landscaping Show. 

He said that traffic on Spring Street 
was backed up to I-20. “They need to 
learn how to handle the flow (of traf- 
fic).” Indeed, cars entering the parking 
deck monopolize the far lane of Spring 
Street. Another entrance to the garage 
on Market Street is not yet open. 


Gritty concrete greeted visitors in 
parking garage lobbies where they 
waited three to five minutes for a ride in 
the single operational elevator. Incensed 
boat-show-goers fed up with lines in 
the lobbies opted for the stairs. 

All over the center are signs of just 
how far it is from being finished. 
Across the walkway from the garage, 
boards line areas of unfinished frame- 
work. Exposed drywall, missing grout 
and unpainted doors all add to the 
skeletal feel. 

With an attached hotel under con- 
struction, the convention center has a 


long way to go. 

“There's not much more left to be 
done,” said Brandy Evans, vice presi- 
dent of the Shreveport-Bossier Conven- 
tion and Tourism Bureau. Evans holds a 
degree in mass communications from 
LSUS. She described the last steps as 
cosmetic finishing touches. 

The Shreveport Convention Center 
located at the intersection of Market and 
Caddo streets is imposing inside and 
out, with over 350,000 square feet and 
three stories for people to cover. 

The $100 million facility downtown 
hopes to attract organizations interested 
in hosting gatherings in the area. The 
building’s 100,000 square foot main ex- 
hibit hall is divisible into three sections. 
The second floor features a grand ball- 
room with theater style seating as well 
as 10 meeting rooms. The third floor is 
open space for booths. 
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In other news | (omedian Metlale delivers good-natured ribbing 


Where did he go? 


Around 100 police officers staked out a suspected 
armed robber outside a Zurich bank for nearly seven 
hours on Monday, only to learn that the man had fled 
the scene minutes after the alarm went off. Police 
tried for hours to contact the assailant, who was be- 
lieved to have two hostages, before storming the 
branch. It’s assumed the robber left before the first 
police even hit the scene, The whole incident was 
broadcast live on Swiss television. 

SESS SS Vee SS SES SS 
Yale giving students what they want... soap 

in the bathrooms 

Yale has always offered students an Ivy League edu- 
cation but not the opportunity to wash their hands, at 
least with soap anyway. Now, after a decade of lob- 
bying, the institution is ready to break with tradition 
and offer students hand soap in the dormitory bath- 
rooms. Administrators cited the cost of keeping the 
dispensers stocked as the reason why the school nev- 
er offered soap, despite having a $15.7 billion endow- 
ment. 
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Texas woman owes $76,000 in unpaid tolls 

A Dallas woman pleaded no contest to three misde- 
meanor citations after she racked up $76,000 in un- 
paid tolls. Evangelina Gonzalez, 41, entered her plea 
on Thursday and agreed to pay $7,600, one-tenth of 
the total. Gonzalez had driven through the toll 
booths approximately 3,000 times between June of 
2003 and November of 2005 and was charged a $25 
administrative fee for each violation. Ironically, had 
Gonzalez stopped and paid the tolls, her total would 
have only been about $1,800. 
SS SSS SSS SS EES SE 
Oops, | think it’s broken 

Keeping your shoelaces tied is important — just ask 
the visitor of a British museum who tripped on his 
and smashed three priceless vases. The three Qing 
vases, which are more than 300-years-old, had stood 
on a windowsill at the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cam- 
bridge, England, for the last 40 years. A nearby on- 
- looker described what he saw as “watching the man 
fall as if in slow motion.” 
SSS SS a SE 
Pet iguana floods apartment 

People should think twice before leaving their pets 
home alone. An iguana, left home alone, unwittingly 
turned on a tap with its tail while its owner was out, 
flooding his apartment and damaging the ones be- 
low. The flowing water ran for hours and trickled 
down as far as the basement of the building. The po- 
lice eventually broke into the apartment and found 
the iguana lying under a radiator, in a pool of water. 
SS _=| ee SSS SSS 
Public speaking fears calmed by intercourse 
Anew study has shown that having sex before giving 
a speech or presentation will calm your nerves and 
help relieve stress. A study done at the University of 
Paisley in Scotland studied the sexual habits of 50 
men and women and discovered that those who had 
sexual intercourse were the least stressed and had 
blood pressure levels that returned to normal faster 
than those who engaged in other types of sex. The ef- 
fects can last up to a week, but full intercourse is re- 
quired for best results. 


by Kisha Blackshire 


Alexandra McHale 
invoked smiles and 
laughter from the crowd 
with her comedic 
stylings on Jan. 25 at the 
UC Theater. “4 want you 
to say 12,000 people were 
cramped up in _ this 


Dencx MircHam 
Comedian Alexandra McHale has appeared on 
“The Tonight Show with Jay Leno.” 


room,” McHale said. 
Though not playing 
to a full house, McHale 
kept those who did at- 
tend the performance 
laughing continuously. 
She even poked fun at 
the university’s mascot 
and lack of cheerleaders. 
McHale’s depiction of a 


tenacious and bubbly 
cheerleader left smiles on 
several faces. 

“It was hilarious!” 
said Megan Johnson, jun- 
ior biology major. “I 
liked the part about the 
cheerleading the best.” 

Junior elementary 
education major Sarah 
Beaird said, “I like it 
when she ‘dissed’ on our 
school mascot.” Beaird 
also enjoyed McHale's in- 
volvement with the audi- 
ence and_ personable 
style. 

McHale's perform- 
ance was conversational 
as she asked the audience 
questions about the dif- 
ferences in the lives of 
several of the students. 

McHale questioned 
one audience member on 
the significance of cow 
tipping and asked if the 
excitement came before 
or after the cow hit the 
ground. 

She spoke about dif- 
ferent cultures and activ- 
ities of the audience 
members. Much of her 
performance was based 
on responses and interac- 
tion from the audience, 

McHale also joked 
about the differences in 
the many cities she has 
toured, She acknowl- 


edged and cheered on 
every newcomer who 
walked in during the 
show. 

Preston Langley, 
freshman English major, 
said, “My favorite was 
the cow-tipping part and 
the tree people.” 

McHale is originally 
from Connecticut. She 
has been a comedian for 
five years. She earned 
her degree in acting but 
was anxious to branch 
out. 

“I needed a break 
from all the drama dra- 
ma and was ready for 
something different. It 
just kind of snowballed 
from there. It’s awe- 
some,” McHale said. 

McHale made her 
network television debut 
on the “Tonight Show 
with Jay Leno.” She has 
also performed on the 
“Late Late Show with 
Craig Kilborn” as well as 
the Comedy Central 
show “Premium Blend”. 

She has performed at 
over 350 colleges and has 
toured all over the coun- 
try, including Alaska, 

College students 
across the country voted 
her “Female Entertainer 
of the Year” two years in 
a row. 


by Coleman Robison 


Making a difference at LSUS 
and beyond is the primary goal of 
American Humanics which meets 
on the first and third Tuesday of 
each month in BH121 during Com- 
mon Hour. 

AH is a diverse group eager to 
expand. “Showing students how 
AH will benefit them personally, 
regardless of their career path, I 
believe is the best way to broaden 
our appeal,” said Ben Arnold, 
LSUS graduate student and pro- 
gram developer for the Northwest 
Louisiana Food Bank. He was also 
a recipient of the Kellog Founda- 
tion’s Stardust Fellowship. 

“Lam tasked, along with other 
students nationwide, with helping 
strengthen our campus student or- 
ganizations,” he said. “I am hum- 
bled by the opportunity to 
contribute to the growth and 


heightening awareness of such a 
great organization.” 

AH originated in 1947 when 
H. Roe Bartle, a former Boy Scout 
executive, recognized the need for 
loyal and enthusiastic staff to man- 
age youth agencies. The program 
provides instruction in business 
and the social sciences as a means 
of training administrators for a 
wide range of non-profit human 
service programs. The American 
Red Cross, YMCA and YWCA are 
just a few of the organizations af- 
filiated with AH. 

AH student president Frances 
Socha, a senior sociology major, 
said, “We are currently working 
on developing a plan to reach out 
to the different colleges by visiting 
classes and spreading the AH 
word.” She said they do not have a 
new-member quota but are seek- 
ing “solid, worth-while members 
who share the same passion of 
working in the non-profit sector.” 


AH Society boosts area non-profit organizations 


According to Socha, the LSUS pro- 
gram started in 1995. The only oth- 
er program in the state is at Xavier 
University. “We have certainly 
made a ‘Decade of Difference’ 
throughout our community and 
intend on continuing the tradition 
of preparing future non-profit ex- 
ecutives for careers with local and 
national non-profit organiza- 
tions,” she said. 

AH is a collaborative program 
in which students receive their ac- 
ademic training from a participat- 
ing college or university. Practical 
training and field experience 
through workshops, conferences, 
visits to agencies, counseling and 
participation in the AH student as- 
sociation are also required. 

“Due to my connection with 
American Humanics, | already 
have a career in line with the 
Northwest Louisiana Food Bank 
as program director, and I have yet 
to graduate,” Socha said. 


There's one element to the Cat Power 
mythos that is unavoidable — the break- 
downs. Minimalist singer/songwriter 
Chan (pronounced “Shawn”) Marshall is 
Cat Power, and her live performances are 
the stuff of legends. 

It’s said her nearly crippling stage 
fright has led to many a mid-performance 
meltdown, uncontrollable sobbing, tearful 
pleas for audience approval and cutting 
shows drastically short due to crowd heck- 
ling or not feeling the atmosphere. 

This obligatory Marshall back story 
frames the heart-breaking, fragile beauty 
of Cat Power, an earnest songwriter whose 
songs are both tremendously sad and com- 
pletely relatable. 

Think of it like this, in the world of 
music who are you more likely to identify 
with: confident frontman Bono, the guy 
who wears sunglasses indoors and dis- 
cusses AIDS with the President, or hesitant 
performer Marshall, a soft-spoken woman 
whose fear of the harsh masses over- 
whelms her at times? Unless you're the 
kind of jerk who would wear Oakley’s 
while meeting the freaking Pope, you can 
hopefully see why fans of Marshall identi- 
fy with her and find so much of themselves 
in her songs. 

While I was listening to “The Great- 
est,” Cat Power's seventh album, the Al- 


magest’s very own grizzly bear of a movie 
critic Chris asked me if it was this Sarah 
McLachlan. (He's a big softy, don't let his 
whole “Oz” inmate/biker image fool you 
for one second.) But unlike the hackneyed, 
halfhearted musings of the Lilith Fair 
batch of female songwriters, Marshall is 
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something truly unique. 

Her voice is sweet enough and the 
songs innocent enough at first glance — 
they're much more solemn upon closer in- 
spection — to win over busy moms and 
their teenaged daughters or anorexic hip- 
ster guys and their pompous, artist girl- 
friends. 

Trading in her earnest and melancholy 
indie roots for earnest and melancholy 
songs with a country flair, “The Greatest” 
is not a big surprise. It’s just another knock- 
out from Marshall. Native Memphis ses- 
sion musicians who worked with the likes 
of Al Green and Booker T. and the MGs 
serve as a backup band for Marshall. 

It’s a stunning listen for longtime fans 
of Marshall — and her nearly impeccable 
back catalog — and Cat Power newbies 
alike. If anything, this new combination of 
Marshall's soulful, smoky voice with a lit- 
tle bit of smooth country may make her a 
big hit with the mainstream. 

The only downside is that most of the 
songs move along at a slow pace and occa- 
sionally feel bland and blend together. But 
for less than 10 bucks in most stores’ little 
trendy music section, this shiny purple- 
and-gold packaged disc is a steal. 

“The Greatest” is another step in the 
right direction for Marshall in gaining the 
recognition she deserves as a musician. 
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“Chris: A"guy in a fat suit who sounds films. 


like he’s one of the BeeGees, why in the 
hell did we go see this? 


Derrick: Because it’s my pick, and your 
gay-bashing ass deliberately sabotaged 
our plans to see “Brokeback Mountain.” 
[hope you're proud of yourself. 


Chris: I have nothing against gay peo- 
ple. I love gay people. But I didn’t real- 
ly want to see it because we were 
supposed to see “Annapolis.” Maybe 
they should have put Marlon Wayans in 
it and called it something else. 


Derrick: That's the stupidest thing I've 
ever heard. Marlon Wayans couldn't 
have made this movie any better. Did 
you see "White Chicks?" Worst movie 
ever! Besides; I saw you laughing 
through most of the movie. 


Chris: Yes, I did laugh because I thought 
some things were funny. Anyway, the 
acting was ok. I am just hoping Holly- 
wood will get it through their heads that 
the kind of comedy they are bringing us 
is old and outdated. People need some- 
thing new and fresh. 


Derrick: Outdated? I thought some of 
the jokes were crazy funny. This is 
Lawrence's best film in quite a while. 
Yeah, I realize that's not saying much 
when you consider his most recent 


Chris: Sometimes I thought the dysfunc- 
tional family was a lot funnier than Mar- 
tin himself. 


Derrick: The only person in the family 
who was funny was the little kid with 
the flying complex. Come to think of it, 
the rest of the supporting cast didn't 
bring much of anything to the film. 


Chris: I don’t know why, but I found the 
mom very funny. I can’t believe you 
didn’t think the supporting cast added 
anything to the film. Without them it 
would have been just and hour and a 
half of corny Martin Lawrence jokes. 
Snoresville, 


Derrick: Dude, she wasn’t funny at all. 
Honestly, Martin Lawrence carried the 
movie and the cast on his back. That 
may sound like a reason to skip this 
movie, but everything comical in the 
movie revolyed around something 
Lawrence was doing. His wacky humor 
led to this movie's haying the second- 
best January opening in history. That's 
saying something. 


Chris: The thing is when the cast isn’t 
shining then he doesn’t have to try so 
hard to outshine them, if you know 
what I'm saying. I still think people 
might be a little disappointed with this 


“Big Momma's House 2” 
Siorring;Mertin Lawrence, Elton LeBlanc, Nie ae Michelle Parylak, Seroh Brown, Emily Fes 


newest installment. 


Derrick: I don’t know why they would 
be. What would people expect from a 
family film starring Martin Lawrence? 
Like I said earlier, second-best January 
opening ever...that doesn’t sound like 
disappointment to me. 


Chris: Well it was a disappointment to 
me, history-making release or not. 
Hopefully the next movie we see won't 
suck like this. 


Derrick: I don’t understand how you 
can say that. You were laughing at parts 
that weren't even meant to be humor- 
ous. I'd love to see how you react to 
movies that you actually like. 


Chris: If | had liked it I probably would 
have wet myself from hysterical laugh- 
ter. 


Derrick: I guess you must have been 
laughing at something other than the 
film on the screen then, because from 
where I was sitting, it looked like you 
loved the movie. To all those interested 
in a little family fun and light-hearted 
humor, this is the movie for you and 
your family. 


Chris: A waste of time and effort to see. 
If you want to look at the screen blankly 
and maybe giggle, by all means go and 
see it. 
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 Caieadar of 
Events 


Bam. -5 p.m. 
LA Department of Education Workshop 
Caddo/Bossier, Ballroom in the U.C. 


12p.m. - 1 p.m. 
SOC General Meeting 


12 pm, 1:30 pM. : 
Department of Management/Marketing 


12 p.m, - 1 p.m. 
SOC General Meeting 
“Webster room, UC, 


12pm. -1; :30 p.m. 


10:25 a.m, - 11:25 a.m. 
Coffee House Series - Jen Daniels 


10:36-a.m. -11:15.a.m. 
Sexual Assault Awareness 


Wednesday, February 8 
7 p.m, 


Movie Night - “The Color Purple” 
U.C, Theater 


A lmagest 


Logic 


Puzzle: Sudoku. 


Fill i in the. pas that every row, every column and every 3x3 box HE numbers. 1.9. 
There is only one solution to the pene: 


by Mickeal Key 


Welcome Back Bash brought a 
festive atmosphere to the campus 
last week during Common Hour. 
Live music rocked students from 
all over campus and the UC lobby 
was packed with tables of free 
hamburgers, hot dogs and French 
fries. Students were also able to 
have personalized novelty signs 
made. 

Many campus organizations 
were also on hand to pull in new 
recruits. 

“It was pretty cool to see every- 
one getting into the organizations 
and wanting to get active,” said 
Manion Bordelon, freshman. 

Ashley Evarage, freshman, 
helped at the Phi Mu booth. “Tues- 
day was the busiest day, I guess, 
because it was the first one,” she 
said. “Hopefully we will see more 
activities in the fall.” 


Crnis Gray 
Students gathered in the University Center last week for Welcome Back 
Bash. 


